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GENERAL 
OVERVIEW 



General Overview of 
Historic District No. 1 

 

Southbury's Historic District No. 1 extends 
from Heritage Road to the Woodbury town 
line along both sides of Main Street North. 
The District is predominantly residential and 
rural in character, and abuts Woodbury's 
Historic District No. 2, which continues for a 
mile to the north. The following information 
is intended to guide property owners 
planning changes to their structures, or new 
construction, so as to maintain continuity 
within the District. 

HISTORY 

Grants of land at 'Pomperaug' were first 
made to a Stratford group in 1659. 
Originally part of the town of Woodbury that 
was settled in 1673, Southbury was 
incorporated in 1787. The rural character of 
the District traces its beginnings to the self-
sufficient farms that were established in the 
fertile valley of the Pomperaug River. The 
development of the property has been linear, 
along the roadway. 

BUILDINGS 

STYLES.    Historic District No. 1 contains 
a range of architectural styles, from the early 
seventeenth century "Graham" house, 
justnorth of Bucks Hill Road, .to the more 
recent Munson Lovetere Funeral Home at 
the south end of the District. Generally, the 
District becomes more rural as it runs north. 

SCALE.    Most buildings are two and a half 
stories high, with the United Church of 
Christ's spire being the District's highest 
structure. The scale of the buildings in relation 
to one another is fairly uniform throughout 
the District, with the United Church of Christ 
having the most notable change in scale to its 
neighbors. 

FACADES.    In general facades tend to be 
broader than they are tall. Individual elements 
within facades tend to be narrow and their 
dimensions fairly uniform. These elements 
tend to be simple and balanced. 

ARCHITECTURAL DETAILS.    Details 
such as twelve over twelve and six over six 
double hung windows, transom lights and side 
lights, paneled entrance doors, and brick 
chimneys in center hah Georgian or Greek 
Revival houses are evident throughout the 
District. 

PROJECTIONS.    Porches are not a main 
feature in the District, but some entrance



projections are in evidence. Generally, all 
windows are set flush with the main wall of 
the structure. 

MATERIALS.    The preferred building 
material has been wood clapboard with four 
inches showing to the weather. Exceptions 
are Bullet Hill School, the Munson Lovetere 
Funeral Home, the Lutheran Home and the 
Houle house that are brick, and the Church of 
the Epiphany which is stone. 

ROOF SHAPES.    Gable roofs are most 
common, with some gambrel and a noticeable 
example of a hip roof appears on Bullet Hill 
School. 

RELATIONSHIP TO 

IMMEDIATE NEIGHBORS 

SPACING.    In the south of the District, 
houses are spaced regularly in the center of 
smaller lots. As you travel north, the houses 
are sited on more spacious lots. 

SETBACKS.    The buildings are generally set 
well back from the street. 

ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS 

PAVING MATERIALS. Driveways are most 
frequently asphalt, with some being gravel. 

LANDSCAPE.   In general, formal landscaping 
is not a contributing factor to the District. Views 
of the Pomperaug Valley can be seen from 
most of the District. Open land areas (such as 
the open meadow on the south side of 516 
Main Street North and the "King's Land" at 
Mansion House Road in the north of the 
District) contribute to the 'rural' appearance of 
the District. 

WALLS OF CONTINUITY.    Picket, wood 
and iron rail, livestock, and stone fencing are in 
evidence. Limited stockade fencing facing the 
road appears and the Commission has found 
that because of their blocking any views of the 
District from the street, allowing such fencing 
in the future would be detrimental to the overall 
perception of the District. 

RELATIONSHIP OF OUTBUILDINGS. 
Various out buildings, barns, garages, carriage 
houses, sheds, etc., remain throughout the 
District, a fact that also contributes to the 'rural' 
streetscape. 

 

 



 



 

 



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

Regulations 

The Southbury Historic District No. 1 includes all property located on both sides of Main 

Street North from Heritage Road and Old Waterbury Road to the Woodbury town line, 

Mansion House Road, and two properties at the north end of Old Field Road. The 

affected portion of the properties includes that which is visible from the road to a depth 

of two hundred (200) feet from the state highway "take line" as this line existed on 

September 1, 1967. A map of the District showing the affected properties is available in 

the Town Clerk's office. 

The Southbury Historic District No. 1 is recognized by the state of Connecticut as a 

State Historic District and by the Federal Department of the Interior as a National 

Registry District. The Southbury Historic District Commission No. 1 regulates the District 

as a State District, while the Connecticut State Historical Commission oversees it as a 

National Registry District. The National Registry status serves mainly as a recognition of 

historic value and does not regulate construction on residential property. It can affect 

construction occurring on state owned property. The Connecticut State Historic District 

status governs all construction within the District subject to Connecticut State Statutes 

Sections 7-147a-k inclusive. The following regulations are taken from these State 

Statutes. For more information about the Commission, please refer to the "Rules of 

Procedure " (formerly "Bylaws ") of the Historic District Commission of Southbury, 

Connecticut, available from the Town Clerk. 

DEFINITIONS  

The following shall serve as definitions for terms used in these regulations: 

APPROPRIATE.    Not incongruous with those aspects of the Historic District which the 

Historic District Commission determines to be historically or architecturally significant. 



ALTERED.    Any structure or building that is changed, modified, rebuilt, removed, 
demolished, moved, or reconstructed. 

BUILDING.    Any combination of materials used in the forming of a shelter for persons, 

animals, or property. 

COMMISSION.    The Southbury Historic District Commission No. 1. 

DISTRICT.    The Southbury Historic District No. 1 and any other area that may be 

placed under the jurisdiction of the Southbury Historic District Commission No.l. 

ERECTED.    Constructed, built, installed, modified, or enlarged. 

INCONGRUOUS.    Webster's Dictionary defines this as "characterized by lack of 
harmony, consistence, or compatibility". 

STRUCTURE.    Any combination of materials, other than a building, which is affixed to 
the land. This includes, but is not limited to, signs, lighting, fences, walls, and parking 
other than that required for a residence. 

VISIBLE.    Open to view from a public street, way, or place. 

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS  

A "Certificate of Appropriateness" is the permit issued by the Commission (after a public 
hearing) that verifies that the visible work to be done has been planned and designed in 
keeping with the character of the District. 

HOW TO OBTAIN AND WHY.   Applications for a "Certificate of Appropriateness" 

may be obtained from the Building Inspector or the Town Clerk. 

A Certificate of Appropriateness must be obtained before starting any visible work 

on a building or structure within the District. The application must be submitted to the 

Commission and approved by the Commission after a public hearing on the application. 

No building or demolition permit may be issued unless a Certificate of appropriateness 

has been obtained. A Certificate of Appropriateness must be obtained from the 

Commission whether or not a building permit is required. 

 



 
 



 
 


